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 It’s fair to say last year was  
 completely unprecedented.

 For many artists, the  
 pandemic saw their plans  
 go up in smoke almost  
 overnight, and even as we go    
 into the new year, the future   
 of live music in the town is  
 in a perilous state with many 

venues not re-opening. They’ve never had it 
tougher. More on that on page 4.

We were unable to put an issue together
last summer but we really hope we can
make up for lost time in 2021. With the 
likes of Neighbourhood, Warrington Music 
Festival & shows hopefully returning, we 
can seek happiness in live music again.

We could not go into the new year  
without paying tribute to our boys that 
sing, Viola Beach and manager Craig.  
We have plans in place to pay further 
tribute to them. More on that soon!

We also want to thank all the NHS staff  
and key workers who have helped  
keep the country moving and hope 
to see you at a show in the near  
future. Be safe.

Lee Harman, Editor 
WArringtonMusic@gmail.com
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DIVINE INTERVENTION

Warrington Music Festival in May 2020 was cancelled 

after initial hopes it could move to September.

Could you imagine a life without  
live music? If you’re reading this 
magazine there’s a good chance 
you couldn’t. In a year that has 
decimated live events there is a 
real fear that some of the most 
loved music venues wont survive.

A short walk around the town 
centre will tell you all you need to 
know about the prospect of music 
venues reopening.  
The streets are quiet with little 
sign of life and doors are locked.

Since the first lockdown was  
announced in March 2020,  
venues like The Auction Rooms 
and Fat Cat Ball Room were 
some of the first places to close 
and likely be among the last to 
reopen. We were involved with 
both places before the pandemic 
hit and it saddens us to concede 
there’s a very real prospect that 
their doors may not reopen.

In their place, we’re likely to see 
apartments in their place. But if 
you move into the town centre, 
where would there be to go?

These are places where people 
come for shared experiences you 
will never forget. Friendships are 
made, songs sang and we all hope 
to witness the next big thing.

For our front cover, we have 
brought together some of the 
most passionate musicians in  
the town, and highlighted some 
of the most defining messages 

that we have seen across the UK 
this year, especially for the sector.

Like many towns across the  
country, music bleeds into the 
culture of who we are, and as 
the fifth fastest growing industry 
in the UK as late as 2019, it is a 
sector made up not just of the  
musicians, but security, lighting  
technicians, drivers, sound  
engineers, caterers, artists,  
photographers and so much 
more. 

It is an industry that is  
on a knife edge and it  

may never recover.

The UK is the birthplaces of The  
Beatles, The Stone Roses,  
beautiful theatres like the Parr 
Hall and the toilet circuit venues 
every band cuts their teeth in. It 
also has the most famous Green-
field festival - Glastonbury, as well 
as being home to worlds most 
successful ticket venue - The O2. 

Every year almost 30 million 
music fans attend thousands of 
festivals, arenas, concert halls and 
grassroots venues.

Following the launch of the  
campaign,#LetTheMusicPlay by 
UK Music in July, the govern-
ment announced a £1.57billion 
support package that was widely 
welcomed by the music industry.  
 
Culture Warrington – the charity 
behind Parr Hall, Pyramid and 

Warrington Museum and Art 
Gallery – received a £156,604 
grant.  But many grassroots 
venues fell between the gaps, or 
support  came simply too late for 
them with grants delayed until 
October which meant closures/ 
redundancies had already taken 
place.

It may seem like a lot of money, 
but the live music industry  
generates £1.1 billion annually  
to the economy and impacts  
other parts of the economy, 
including tourism, to the tune 
of £4.5 billion. The live events 
industry across the UK has an  
estimated workforce in excess  
of one million people, of which 
35% did not qualify for any  
financial assistance.

One of the fortunate ones was  
Cal Bate, guitarist for local  
band, The A.V Club and sound  
engineer for the likes of  
Blossoms, and Gabrielle Aplin. 
He was able to apply for a  
Self-Employment Income  

As the town’s live music scene and  
those across the country stand  
on a knife edge, 
we bring to you the future of the
Warrington Music Scene.

What does the future hold for the  
hospitality industry? All we know is 
when things reopen, they will need 
you more than ever. #LETthemusicplay

     (from far left clockwise) Holly Minto (Crawlers), Jessica Luise,  
Cal Bate (The A.V Club), Kyle Richardson-Nickle (Passionflower) & Liam Rimmer (Filthy Tricks) at the Post House, Warrington.
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#LETTHEMUSICPLAY

Support Scheme (SEISS) grant, 
and has found support from peers 
in the industry.

“It’s hard to swallow, not just  
from the business value but from 
a lifestyle place as well, it’s hard to 
adapt to not being on the road!”

“Everyone has come together to 
really help their friends and  
colleagues within the industry.  
It’s been nice to get random  
messages of people asking how 
I’m doing and vice versa.  
I’ll make sure everyone’s heads  
are clear and in a good place.”

But for singer/songwriter Jessica 
Luise, the shut down of the  
hospitality industry came at the 
worst time. After moving to  
Manchester for further  
opportunities from her hometown 
of Newton-le-Willows, she faced  
all her bookings being cancelled, 
one after the other. 

This left her struggling with her 
rent, and putting projects on hold. 
Instead, she threw herself into live 
streaming to keep herself busy.  
“The biggest hit for me was the 
inability to rehearse with a new 
band. I was just coming up to 
feeling confident with gigs and 
being able to explore a new way 
of gigging and everything was 
cancelled. I’ve had to get to grips 
with online streaming instead  
and it’s been hard.”

For many established artists, 
income from live music events 
makes up a significant percentage 

of their income, but for small 
emerging artists, gigs are their 
promotional opportunities. 

With indoor music events likely 
to be wiped out for up to 12 
months, it has meant for Kyle  
Richardson-Nickle, Passionflower  
frontman, has had to push back 
their debut album from summer 
2020 to the spring of this year. 

Kyle explained that everything 
was cast into uncertainty last  
year: “It didn’t seem viable to 
release the album without any 
way to truly promote it as I don’t 
have a solid following yet. All the 
plans I had in terms of releasing 
music had been really scaled back 
as what I had in mind required 
other people to be involved so I’m 
really fortunate to have been able 
to release two singles which have 
been well received.”

An unpredictable year has meant 
artists have all had to seek new 
ways to engage with their fans  
and keep momentum going.  
For many, including Holly Minto 
from Crawlers, it was embracing 
TikTok which exploded in  
popularity last year, posting fun 
videos and even hosting Zoom 
Quizzes! Holly told us she’s loved 
talking to her fans personally 
online, ”It really helps our lovely 
Crawlers family stay close.”

Due to the dedication, 
generosity and hard work of so 
many people, the Music Venue 
Trust, which had previously  
lobbied the government on such 
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things as the ‘agent of change’ 
principle and reforming business 
rates, has been able to support  
920 Music Venues Alliance  
members to weather the storm. 

This work will continue in 2021 
with a determination to reopen 
every venue safely. To date, the 
#SaveOurVenues campaign has 
raised a grand total of £3,872,512. 
These donations have been  
essential in giving venues the 
human and financial support  
they need to ride out this crisis 
until such time that the sector  
can reopen.

Last year was unprecedented  
and has had a catastrophic impact 
on careers, mental health and 
our passions. In March 2020, the 
bottom fell out of an industry  
with some of the most creative 
and passionate minds, it left  
us in great fear for the future.

A recent survey by the Musicians’
Union showed that a third of 
professional musicians are  
considering leaving their career.

Until these businesses can fully 
operate again, government  
support will remain crucial to 
prevent mass insolvencies and  
the end of this world-leading  
industry. Many of us relied on 
music through lockdown to get 
us through the darkest times.  
How would we view the world if 
grassroots venues were left to die?

It’s not a handout.  
It’s an investment.

Just some of the live venues in Warrington at risk (From top left clockwise, The Post House, Friars Court, Fat Cat Ball Room, Austins,  
The Albion, Acoustic Cafe, Parr Hall & The Auction Rooms. How many are likely to make it through the biggest crisis since the 1920’s?





We are very happy to announce [WAM] will be bringing back acoustic  
live sessions in January 2021 after a period of absence. Thanks to  
the kind invitation of Culture Warrington we were able to film our 
first series of videos in the wonderful  
Pyramid Arts Centre.
 

With over 50 different artists filmed for [WAM]
across Warrington, Widnes & Runcorn in a range 
of locations, the website was invited to use the 
event space free of charge as part of the venue’s  
commitment to support struggling creatives in 
what was a tough year in 2020. We would like to 
thank Leah Biddle for allowing us to come in and 
all the staff for making us welcome which  
allowed us to produce a stunning series of  
performances, with a professional production.

Amongst those artists to be involved was Gareth 
Heesom (pictured above) from Runcorn, who 
we first met in 2018 at our 3rd Acoustic event at 
Warrington Bus Interchange. Since then we have 
followed his progress with interest and we could 
not believe how good his rich, deep voice  
sounded on record from the town centre location.

Having the benefit of the huge exhibition hall 
 to ourselves for the day meant we could set up  
a production area that gave the artists a  
comfortable space to perform in whilst  
maintaining covid-safe surroundings with  
all equipment wiped down between uses.

It was also a good opportunity to catch up with 
Aligners who performed for WArringtonMusic.- 
co.uk from the stage of the old Live Bar venue on 
Barbauld Street as 
La Scala back in 
September 2019 .  

During its short run, the venue hosted four  
different bands who performed some of their own 
tracks and a cover from another local  
artists. We had hoped to return to these in 2020  
but they were postponed due to the first lockdown.

These acoustic sessions will be available to watch 
on the [WAM] social media channels with at  
least one video released on a weekly basis.  
Check out facebook.com/WArringtonMusic to 
see when these will start in 2021. Many thanks  
to Phil State and Lucy Bell for their help making 
the first series of sessions a success.

For Scott Laywood who performs under the  
moniker ‘Scott & The Flying Kicks, it was the first 
time he had performed live since March. “I always 
find that recording in front of people (even if just 
the technicians) brings something out of me that  
I can never replicate at home on my own.  
It’s such a valuble thing have people like [WAM] 
providing services such as this for local artists,  
that would otherwise have no other platform.” ead 
over to Read page 37 to read our review of Tusk.
Like every other artist in 2020, it has been an  
unimaginable year and many different live events 
and projects having been cancelled but the  
[WAM] Exposure radio show was able to continue 
to broadcast. In May after moving into the brand 
new Market, Jessica Luise was our first guest in 
months. It even increased in length going to  
two hours a week , every Thursday 6-8pm.

With over 75 shows recorded so far, we remain 
committed to supporting live music in the area. 
If you have a project suggestion or would like to 
collaborate with [WAM], do get in touch as we’d 
love to hear from you.

Bands & artists who are interested appearing in a  
future filmed session should send an email to  
WArringtonMusic@gmail.com

[WAM] SESSIONS
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Clockwise from top: 
Liam Hillyer, Aligners 
& Treefingers.



 After only 2 single releases, Crawlers have released a music video for 
 their new release ‘Hush’, and it’s an ferocious affair filled with energy!
 

Having their gigs paused, the decision under the  
care of Modern Sky, to release their debut music  
video, provides their audience a glimpse of what  
a live Crawlers gig would be like.

Though no two Crawlers gig are the same, there is  
an ever-present energy and ferocity throughout all  
of their performances. With such uncertainty for live 
events in this time, the band chose a representation 
of their gigs over a story-based music video. Their 
following online has grown significantly since their  
last live gig in March 2020, and many listeners have  
never experienced that buzz in person. 

Using the strong red alongside flashing images  
cutting quickly between different shots, the music 
video encompasses the unruliness and chaotic
energy that the band exude, pairing 
well with the style of the song.

Although only released in November 
2020, ‘Hush’ was written almost 2  
years prior as one of the band’s first 
songs and has been part of their set 
since their very first gig. After bassist 
Liv created the riff, the rest of the 
song “just fell into place”  
and was finished after one session.

As each member have grown as musicians, their skill 
and contributions to this song have grown with them, 
until becoming the song released, which “just felt 
right” to follow April 2020’s release, ‘Placebo’.

The main changes from their first performance of 
Hush is the bass part, growing more intricate and 
present, and the strength behind each member’s part. 

Vocalist, Holly, has explored with different ways to 
use vocal percussion since the song was written,  
until developing into the accented moments heard 
in the track, highlighting slight syncopations in the 
rhythm in a creative and unique way.

The song is inspired by the bands own  
experiences, referencing a faded memory of a 
drunken night, meeting someone only to never  
see them again. The song feels natural and  
personal to hear, and what’s so refreshing is  
that it doesn’t follow the stereotypical tale of  
romance that is so often seen in modern media. 

In contrast to the saturated market portraying the 
idealised ‘one’, the track instead gives testimony to 
real life, one of the many reasons why new listeners  
connect to these songs. The style for the song,  
with its heavy rock influences, blended with  
metal and indie genres, gives a unique sound, 
and is not the typical love song portrayal that  
you hear so ubiquiotsly in today’s music.

 “None of us could write a Crawlers   
  song alone” Liv tells [WAM], and         
  all of their songs, whether released    
  or from their gigs, show this. 

  With each member having 
   such a range and contrast of     
   influences, the sound that the 

group make is so unique, and takes the 
combination of each member to create.

Coming from such genuine friendships and  
roots of support, Crawlers have always had a
strong connection to their fans, both new and old, 
and even had a giveaway for the release
of a handwritten copy of the lyrics, entered by 
pre-saving the song.  
 
Lead singer Holly, wanted to thank every person 
who has supported Crawlers, whether it be from 
their first performances, or their new release, and  
expressed their immense desire to be back on
stage, seeing a big mix of old and new faces.  
•  Scarlett New
 
Hush is out now to stream & download.

CRAWLERS
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Misfits: Liv, Holly & Amy.
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FILTHY TRICKS

Things looked bright for the five-piece at the  
beginning of 2020 after a rousing performance  
pregame on the pitch at the Halliwell Jones last  
year led to the Rugby League club asking to use  
one of their unreleased studio tracks ‘Walk In Line’ 
in a season preview video. A hit with the rugby  
community, the track was quickly released digitally.  

“We were the first band to do something like  
that for them and it was a huge honour.  
The clip had over 100k views on Twitter and the 
same on Facebook so it was the perfect exposure” 
singer Liam Rimmer proudly tells us.

With plans in motion to do a headline show at the 
Pyramid Arts centre, it was destined to be their  
biggest year so far. As gigs moved online, [WAM] 
was asked to put together a poll to find a local artist 
to play alongside The K’s on their Summer Close 
Out Festival. Regrettably, it put good friends in 
head to head competition against each other - but 
with almost 3000 votes, they were incredibly  
grateful to fans who gave them the opportunity.

“Unfortunately that gig was cancelled but we’ve 
been promised a support slot at a better date, so  
all good” guitarist and songwriter Gerard Van  
Den Hoek says, with both eyes firmly locked  
onto plans for this 2021.

With no intentions of slowing down throughout 
the lockdowns last year, they stayed engaged with  
their fans as much as they possibly could. This 
wasn’t just through solo/band live streams but a 
whole host of Q&A’s and ridiculous food  
challenges through their social media channels.

Being in a band often is the definition of sweating 
blood and tears but for Gerard, he was sweating out 
Carolina reaper chilli extract for 4 days; “It felt like 
I was on psychedelics! It was all for a good cause 
though to lift people’s spirits up in these hard times 
and we enjoyed doing it even though it was torture. 
Poor Liam with his turkey dinosaurs [haha]”.

It was these interactions with their fans during  
lockdown, many who were new to the hard  
hitting rock and roll band from Warrington, that 
helped them win the opportunity to play the  
Summer Close Out Festival. But many of these  
new supporters would not come just from across 
the UK, but as far as Canada, Argentina and Chile!

After the release of the anthemic crowd favourite, 
‘Leah’, the group saw the South American seed 
planted when Anne Styles, the mum of Harry who 
lives locally showed her support to the band on  
her Instagram profile with over 2m followers.  
With fan pages set up across many of the main 
cities there are plans to go out there in the future.

“It was so unexpected [the support in Latin  
America]” Liam told us. “I nearly cried if I’m  
honest. Chillie la rajaaaaa!”

Always innovating, December 2020 saw the launch 
of their 5.5% ‘Black Diamond’ IPA in partnership 
with Latchford based brewery, 4T’s at a live event  
in the old fish market following drummer Chris 
Peake reaching out to the local business.

They are also gearing up for a release of a track 
they have been sitting on for a while, ‘Gypsy King’. 
Recording once again at Red City Recordings in 
Manchester with Dave Rhadad-Jones, Liam tells  
us it has a powerful two fingers to the world vibe 
about it. 

“Written in the early days of Filthy Tricks by 
Gerard and myself it was a surreal experience  
to get to see an old track reignited into what  
that song has always meant to sound.  
We can’t wait for you to hear it!”

All we know in 2021 is Filthy Tricks will be  
making up for lost time and you want to hold  
on for the ride of your life.  •  Lee Harman
Follow the band at facebook.com/FilthyTricks

They were the soundtrack to the Warrington Wolves 2020 season but just like the 
town’s other love, music took a hit and not even their chance to perform on the 
Summer Close Out live stream event was safe from local lockdown restrictions.
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MAN & THE ECHITHE A.V CLUB

real talk with the A.V Club
Releasing their debut EP ‘Youthful 
Illusions’ at the beginning of April 
during the first lockdown wasn’t 
what the indie-pop quartet had 
planned after spending many 
months working on it. But after 
guitarist Joe Banks was forced to 
return early from a once in a  
lifetime trip around Asia, it led to 
the band’s most productive spell  
so far. We caught up with the band  
to discuss a year nobody could 
have planned for.

[WAM]: What’s your biggest 
achievement as a band so far?
Joe: I think our biggest achievement 
is being tipped as Ones to Watch 
by Radio X’s John Kennedy. This 
was massive for us as it was really 
encouraging knowing that our music 
was being well received. Partnered 
with all our sold out shows really 
does make us very proud! 

[WAM]: What are your feelings 
about the current situation and its 
impact on live music?
Joe: I think covid has affected the 
industry really harshly with all the 
lack of support that it has had and 
all. However it has also brought 
musicians and people in the creative 
arts closure together as a wider com-
munity. You just have to look at the 
#wemakeevents campaigns and even 
more locally the things that the likes 
of the River Reeves Foundation and 
Rock The Breadline have done for 
the local music scene are incredible! 

[WAM]: The cover versions you 
put out doing lockdown were  
really creative and helped to  
keep engagement up with fans.  
Were these something you always 
planned to do?
Joe: We had a lot of fun making 
those and it seemed to be some-
thing that a lot of other bands got 
involved in too which was great to 
see! There was never a set in stone 
plan to do these videos but I think 
they were a massive part of keeping 
fans engaged during a time that 
was really difficult for everyone. 
They helped the band stay creative 
too even though we all couldn’t be 
together. but like I said, they were 
just something fun to do during the 
lockdown. 

[WAM]: You were on a journey of 
a lifetime when you were required 
to come home due to restrictions. 
Was that a scary moment? 
Joe: Yes it was very scary being on 
the other side of the world knowing 
that people were getting stuck in 
foreign countries. We were very 
lucky that we managed to get a 
flight home (albeit a very expensive 
one followed by a long drive home 
from London Heathrow). 

Despite us losing out on so many 
experiences we’d planned for 4 years 
and a lot of our hard earned money, 
we are ultimately just grateful to be 
home safe with our families. 

[WAM]: With Joe coming back to 
the country earlier than planned, 
what positives did it have for the 
rest of the band?
Oli [Thomas, Drums]: It was great 
to have him home but because of the 
pandemic it didn’t make too much 
of a difference because we couldn’t 
see each other anyway. However we 
were able to focus on writing tunes 
and getting lockdown covers out.

 

Fun Fact: Every song on The A.V 
Club’s Spotify was released during 

the pandemic and lockdowns.

[WAM]: How hard is it to keep  
motivated and mentally healthy 
during the past year?
Joe:  I think for us as a band it has 
enabled us to get really creative 
and push boundaries we probably 
wouldn’t have really done without 
having so much time. Although 
sometimes we felt miserable we 
couldn’t be together, we tried to  
turn the whole lockdown into  
something really positive for the 
band. The time we had to spend 
writing and exploring new things 
was crucial in us finding what  
Phase Two of The A.V Club was. 

Oli: Music is MASSIVE to mental 
health. Both listening to and writing 
music is what kept us from going P
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THE A.V CLUB
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TOP 5’S 
- ALBUM

JOE BANKS
VOCALS & GUITAR 

  
Roosevelt

(Roosevelt)

The White Album  
(The Beatles)

Nothing Happens
(Wallows)

The 1975
(The 1975)

 
Dark Eyes

(Half Moon Run)

OLI THOMAS
DRUMS

I Love It When You Sleep...
(The 1975)

The Balcony
(Catfish and the Bottlemen) 

Fine Line
(Harry Styles) 

When We Fall Asleep Where 
Do We Go?

(Billie Eilish) 

What Did You Expect From 
The Vaccines

(The Vaccines)

Rivfest 2019 was a highlight for the band as Callum had worked with Viola Beach.

Despite not being able to meet up, the band still did 

imaginative cover songs from the likes of Dua Lipa 

& Post Malone which are on their Youtube page.

mad whilst cooped up in our houses! 
The feeling you get from listening to 
music is something that isn’t  
comparable to any other feeling! 

[WAM]: The band have a great  
online presence with trends  
noticeable as the band went into a 
self described “phase two”. What  
does this mean for you and how  
important is it maintaining that 
identity of the band online?
Joe: We feel that an Online presence 
is everything for an upcoming band! 
The music industry has shifted  
completely to focus on marketing 
through social media so maintaining 
regular engagement with fans via  
our social media presence is  
something we really try to do! 

[WAM]: What is the usual 
song-writing process in the band 
and is there anybody that is  
currently inspiring you?
Oli: Both Joe and Cal [Bate, Bassist]
are our main songwriters however we 
do tend to write together quite a bit 
now. For example [latest single] Real 
Love was wrote mainly by Cal and 
Dan with both Joe and myself coming 
in and adding the extra touches to it. 

Our favourite time is when we’re all 
writing together but obviously last 
year it’s been a bit difficult and has all 
been over things like Zoom and  

FaceTime. Our inspirations are  
different throughout the band and  
are changing all the time but we are 
all really loving the production on 
some of the newer pop stuff! 

[WAM]: With so many  
multi-instrumentalists in the band 
with producing experience, how  
important has that been to the 
band’s sound and developemt?
Oli: Because we can all play each  
other’s instruments, we’re always 
coming up with fresh ideas. We all 
have really good attributes that makes 
it really good working collaboratively. 
Dan is a genius when it comes to  
arrangement, Joe and Cal are  
obviously experienced producers but 
both work in different ways which are 
really complementary.
Joe: .. and Oli is the irreplaceable  
powerhouse and engine of the whole 
band! 

[WAM]: Do you find it’s a lot  
different promoting your music 
during lockdown or with having 
more time on your hands have you 
approached things a different way?
Joe: We were talking about this the 
other day and we figured that every bit 
of music that is on our streaming plat-
forms was released under lockdown 
minus a couple of re released tracks on 
the EP.  So answering your question I 
think we have managed to really push 
our music during lockdown and es-
pecially focused a lot on engagements 
and using social media almost as our 
main player in our PR Campaigns. 

[WAM]: What does the future hold 
for The A.V Club?
Joe: Loads more bangers, Loads more 
cool content and hopefully...  
eventually loads more sold out shows!

‘Real Love’ is out now on all streaming and 
dowload platforms. Head to the [WAM]
Website to read our review of the single.
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In September the likes of James Walsh from  
Starsailor and Shaun Ryder stepped up to wish  
Warrington’s premier theatre venue a happy birthday 
after 125 years of talent gracing this historic stage.

In March the stage fell silent as the nation’s  
entertainment industry was sent tail spinning into  
the abyss of Covid 19’s pandemic lockdown. But 
the empty venue was given a colourful address in 
acknowledgement of its impressive milestone as  
staff remained active in their charitable activities  
behind the scenes.

“It’s a bitter-sweet experience.” Chris Persoglio,  
venue and events manager explains to us about  
celebrating under lockdown conditions. “Looking 
back over the building’s remarkable history and  
some of the incredible acts we’ve welcomed to  
the stage always fills us with a sense of pride but 
doing so while our stage remains empty did  
bring a touch of sadness to the event.”

The Parr Hall staff were given a “real boost” with  
such wonderful messages with some familiar faces 
from the past, the likes of Dave Spikey, Rick Witter 
from Shed Seven, comedian Justin Moorhouse, and 
more, in addition to many local artists such as  
Filthy Tricks and Sweet Release. “We’re so grateful  
to everyone who took the time to get involved.”

The people of the town have spent 125 years  
accessing this resource and built many memories. 
Chris states that, “even though our doors remain 
closed, it’s great to see that Parr Hall will always  
hold such vivid memories for so many people  
and will forever be an integral player within  
Warrington’s entertainment scene.”

“The Culture Warrington team eally enjoyed  
watching, listening and reading all the lovely  
messages and videos” that were sent in and spent 
some time going through old photographs and  
footage from past events.

As ever, the management team are closely  
monitoring the latest government advice and  
acting accordingly. Any updates will be made  
on their website and social media pages. 

When asked about future plans, Chris was  
positive and hopeful for continued support.  
“As you can imagine, our live events bring in a  
substantial part of our income, so missing out  
on this over the past nine months has had a  
significant impact on our organisation as a whole.  
 
As a charity, all of our income is reinvested back  
into our charitable projects, such as running  
WarringtonMuseum & Art Gallery, supporting  
local artists, carrying out education and  
outreach projects and holding free cultural  
events, such as last year’s Light Night.”

Sadly, Covid has disrupted much of this years  
festivities but the venue, which hosted the Rolling 
Stones over fifty years ago, is expecting to open  
its doors when it is safe to do so. The primary  
source of income for the venue has been curtailed 
for the time being and the iconic venue must  
avoid redundancies at themercy of the current  
situation. “As restrictions continue into 2021,  
we need support from the community more than  
ever before, so donations, ticket sales, and any  
form of engagement would be hugely welcome.”  
•  Andrea Fox

Keep up to date with news and events annnounced  
at facebook.com/PyramidParrHall

PARR HALL

JAMES 17/05/18

SLYDIGS 16/03/18

THE LIBERTINES 22/09/17

The lights and greasepaint lay dormant as 
the venue celebrated its 125th birthday but 
the stars, staff and public are all hoping it 
won’t be too long before the costumes are 
dusted off and the stage is alive with shows.
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JOE HATTON
2020 has seen a huge shift in the way the music  
industry operates. With live music being put on 
pause for the majority of the year, musicians have 
been thinking up creative ways to keep pushing out 
their art, connecting with fans and growing their 
base; from live streams and online  fundraisers  to 
long distance collaborations and personalised  
videos, the surge in online, live and recorded music 
is undeniable. 

    Personally, stepping off the stage and into the 
living room camera was a daunting experience 
at first, with a learning curve steeper than Ivan 
Drago’s treadmill setting. However, with a bit of 
practice and a few hours of watching ‘How to’ 
YouTube videos, the leap into the online realm 
wasn’t quite as harrowing as I’d feared.

I decided to offer a personalised prerecorded 
video service, where customers would fill out on 
online form to request a song alongside a  
message, which was then sent to the receiver  
via Facebook or email. This worked well and I got 
a lot of interest in the first couple of months, with 
requests piling up and time became sparse I felt 
like a real musician again! Doing this was a real 
boost, as it felt as though I was spreading a bit of 
joy, whilst utilising my new found spare time. 

Even ended up with a video featured on the 
Ultimate Guitar app gaining 16k views in just 
under a week!

I also took part in a few open mic style live 
streams that took place over the first lockdown 
period, finding these to be very engaging and a 
great way to connect with music lovers across 
social media. 

The great thing about these is that most of the 
artists involved are sharing the link across their 
socials, so you end up reaching a lot more  
people than you would expect to reach from a 
live stream via your page or personal account. 

All the same, nothing quite beats playing live in 
front of a real audience; interest in the world of 
streamed live music was likely to simmer as the 
weeks passed by and with lockdown digging in 
its stubborn heels, we can all grow a little weary 
of swimming through endless live streams, week 
in, week out; so it goes. 

 With this comes         
 a need for fresh    
 ideas, evolution   
 in the industry   
 and a chance for    
 creativity to   
 shine. You’d be   
 right to say its       
 our jobs as  
 entertainers to   
 keep thinking up 
ways to keep  

audiences engaged and music fans entertained.  

 
That being said, supporting bands and artists  
is as important now as its ever been. Give that  
band or singer a chance, switch over to their  
channel for half an hour, give them a share,  
a like or a comment.  
 
Embrace and enjoy, long live the music industry.
 
If you are thinking of live-streaming or recording  
at home here’s a few things you can invest in to 
make your level up your sound on a budget: 

Microphone: A game changer for recording and 
live-streaming. A great all rounder is the  legendary 
Shure SM57, or you can go for a condenser style 
mic such as a Rode NT-1. Get a pop shield too!

Streaming software: OBS is a great option as  
you can add external plugins such as reverb 
and compression to perfect your sound.

Digital Audio Workstation (DAW): is your go to 
place when recording at home; multitrack layers of 
music, add effects and mix levels seamlessly in one 
place. Logic X, Pro-Tools, Cubase and Ableton etc. 
There’s often free or ‘lite’ versions of software. 

Audio Interface: Entry levels like the Scarlett solo or 
2i2 by Focusrite are great for capturing your audio.

Joe is a a musician, producer and guitar tutor.  
Find out more at facebook.com/joehattonmusic
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STAY SAFE

LEAVE SPACE

CONTACTLESS TABLE ORDERING NOW 
AVAILABLE AT WARRINGTON MARKET

1.2.3

£

You can now order and pay for your food and drink 
favourites from the comfort and safety of your 
table in the Cookhouse at Warrington Market.
Browse menus, select your items and pay, with 
everything being brought directly to you – all with 
zero contact and no app download needed!
Check out pay.yoello.com/g/Warrington today 
to browse our menus or simply scan the QR code 
on your table on your next visit.

Opening Hours
Mon to Thurs 9am – 7pm
Fri & Sat 9am – 10pm
Sunday 11am – 5pm
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ABI ROSE KELLY
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Since releasing her debut single, ‘James’ Corsa’ in December 2019, Abi has turned
heads in the North-West music scene, sold out a headline show in her  hometown and  
had been shortlisted in the Glastonbury Festival emerging talent competion.
Here in her own words, is her career so far.

James’ Corsa 
This track opened doors for me. After that I  
pretty much did my first headline show in  

January and it’s still the highlight of my year.
I owe so much to the promoters and venue for 
letting me put a show on so soon after hearing 

the track. It was such a rush, hearing people sing 
your song back to you. Never gets old.

Polaroids & Violence 
It was releasing this track that led me to the 

sound I wanted to be. The reaction for me was 
the green light to not care about who and what I 
wrote songs about. I felt a lot of freedom in the 

songs that followed P&V, especially having put a 
song so personal to me out there. For it to be well 
received like it was meant a lot for me as an artist.

Glastonbury
I remember the exact moment I got the email 

saying I’d made it to the semi finals, I ran down 
to my dad and he had absolutely no idea what I 
was on about at all. It was just before lockdown 
that i got the initial email saying i was in the top 

90, it blew me away. I was heartbroken when 
it got cancelled, but being in the running for 

something so big with fellow friends (Liverpool’s 
Courting), was absolutely incredible.

Heading to University 
Starting last September was probably the only 
thing that kept the ball rolling for me, as I felt 
everything had come to a gradual stop due to 

Covid 19. I use that expression lightly as it was 
more than likely due to the laziness that  

lockdown caused. 
But being at university reignited my passion 

for songwriting and i found myself back in the 
studio pretty much imminently with new songs 

eager to record,  

Moving to Warrington at 16 
Before I moved, the little village I came from 

didn’t particularly have a music scene, so when 
I started College and Crawlers approached me 
to open up for their debut gig it was an offer i 
couldn’t turn down. I quickly had to throw to-

gether what i thought my ‘sound’ was, but being 
in Warrington and seeing the love that people 
have for the music scene is very powerful. I’m 

proud to say that I’ve come from this  
town’s music scene.

Future
With tiers going up and down more than me 

after I’ve broken the seal, I couldn’t possibly tell 
you what’s going to happen. I just hope it’s bright. 

Seeing the projects that have come out of such  
      a horrendous year, it can only

                        go up from here.                  

Lockdown 
It turned me into a lazy teenager. I don’t think I 
picked my guitar up once. I kept kicking myself 

because I could see other bands and artists using 
lockdown to their advantage by creating, but I 

feel like people can relate to me when I say that I 
felt like staring at a wall for the past 6 months felt 

easier than trying to write a song. 

Warringtonmusic.co.uk
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Abi Rose Kelly’s 3rd single, ‘Kill The
Waitress’s is released on February 5th.

Find out more at 
facebook.com/AbiRoseKellyMusic

Kill The Waitress
To capture the atmosphere I wanted to, we went 
for a live feel. The songs about me being angry, 

living life in the front of house.
What I want out of the single?  

Personally I’m just hoping to get back  to the 
gigging life, there’s nothing I miss more.  

In 2021 there’s no holding back.



Guitarist, Alan Smith, is clearly at home amongst the wood and strings in his busy 
store, A to G Music. The love of repairing and selling guitars has rocketed Alan to 
guitar hero as he was branded Warrington Market’s Trader of the Week, late last year.

A TO G MUSIC
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Life is what you make it, and Alan Smith left the rat race to do just that. The former distribution 
manager and experienced musician found himself making a strike for independence and following 
his heart as he set up a business venture. It hadn’t always been plain sailing as at times he wondered if 
it had been the right decision in taking the plunge. 

Alan’s love of music and skill for guitar repairs led to a fresh start with little else. But, seven years on,  
it is a journey Alan is proud of as he finds pleasure in doing what he loves – “I’m always doing  
something with a guitar.” Even Dawson’s used to send guitars his way for repair. But Alan’s biggest 
challenge came in 2020 in surviving lockdown. He however saw new customers taking to ordering 
online with the desire to pick up an instrument with time on their hands “- while stuck in the house.”

The former Sir Thomas Boteler pupil and Latchford man shreds the strings in the Northern-based 
Motown band, Soul Searchers and his repair business and musical instrument shop is based in the 
new Warrington Market. The Store’s heavy guitar focus offers around 80 guitars for sale at any one 
time along with other stringed instruments and drum accessories.

The £11million market has opened its doors in unprecedented times and while Alan admits “it’s  
been a difficult time for everyone,” it was a lucky break that the “first lockdown was happening at a 
transitional time for the market anyway.” Traders were “prepared for a closure period to move from 
the temporary market to the new one.” “It’s been much better, we have more space – been busy!”

“Second lockdown hasn’t been as easy, especially with the run up to Christmas but we’ve had a good 
couple of weeks and are hoping for a good new year.”

Alan has been recognised for his variety of “rarities and oddities” in the store, avoiding the same 
guitars you see on the internet, repeatedly. It seems to be a place you might enjoy experiencing the 
range and enjoying the personal repair service. Having been around guitars since his teens, Alan’s 
expertise is top notch. 

Feedback for the new store has been positive, “Everyone has been really nice. I think we have  
struck a balance of new accessories and collectables for people to come and see, it’s a far bigger shop 
and we can offer more variety than before. Old customers have welcomed the new store and we’ve 
foundmore and more customers now who love having a bigger shop back in the town.”

With Warrington being “a big town,” Alan says, “I think it’s good for people to have a store –  
our musical people need somewhere. We are trying to expand our range and as more people come 
asking for what they want, we can strike a balance of all the right things for everyone.” When asked 
about plans for 2021, Alan plans to expand online sales among other ideas. 

“We are looking at drums and other instruments being held in- store – also a dealership with a key 
supplier to give more variety.” Alan has been keen to avoid rushing into expansion. A to G Music  
has “been seven years in the making and I want to make sure each step is a positive one and
we can remain open for many years to come.” - Andrea Fox 

A to G can be found on the mezzanine floor of Warrington Market. i 
Find out more at facebook.com/A.to.G.music  
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LYMM RADIO/ MUDDY ELEPHANT
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Exciting upcoming musical talent has a new home 
on the airwaves as Olly Thornton and James  
Thomas have launched ‘The New Music Show’ on 
Lymm Radio, every Tuesday 8-10pm.

Initially broadcasting from a spare bedroom in the 
first lockdown by Paul Smith and Ian Roberts who 
both worked in commercial radio for number of 
years. The station moved to a purpose built studio 
in the heart of the village in September. They soon 
tapped up Uno Mas frontman Olly to head up a local 
music show, bringing in good friend James to help.

“His increasingly Tony Blackburn radio voice gets me 
giggling every time we do a show. Because I’m nice 
(and lazy) I thought it best to bring someone in with 
lots of connections and knowledge on all things new 
and unsigned music”, Olly explains to us.

The weekly show is filled with different features 
including the ten minute takeover where Olly plays 
three tracks back-to-back, asking the listener to guess 
the link. Wheras the likes of Jess Glynne, Walking 
Shoes and packages you can’t open have all been 
thrown into the Sin Bin by producer James.

Highlights for all of the featured artists so far who 
have been invited onto the show to perform acoustic 
sessions has been the chance to take on the ‘finish the 
lyric’ leaderboard. Local band Aligners would go on 
to be crowned the overall winners in 2020 following 
a winner takes all shoot out with 32 Tens, who they 
ended the year with at top of the table at 7 points.

Olly tells us it is important to have fun with the guests 
and make things a little different for them: “We want 
it to be like they’ve just come for a few bevs and a 
laugh, let their guard down and have some fun. This  
is why we make them play games against each other.”  
As you can imagine it can get quite competitive!

With streaming becoming an ever more integral part 
of a bands strategy, we Olly if there is still a place for 
local radio when it comes to promoting artists?  
“Being in an unsigned band myself I know how 
important it feels to be on something so classically 
prestigious as radio. Especially if you’re talking about 
the artists and their song too. It isn’t just a number  
on a screen. It’s people giving other people a voice.

Find out more about the show and how to get involved 
at facebook.com/LymmRadioNewMusicShow

Something horrible is going on in a distant part  
of the world. The poaching of animals such as  
pangolins for their scales, lions for their skin  
and teeth, rhinos for their horns and elephants  
for their tusks is a cruel, yet very real situation. 

We see it on our screens from the comfort of  
our sofas willing things to change, but for most  
of us, life back in the UK takes over again.  
Muddy Elephant on the other hand are rolling  
up their trunks and taking action. A humble  
young band from Cheshire, these lads have a 
passion for animal welfare and a talent for 
producing powerful indie tunes, combining the  
two to raise awareness of the ivory trade and in  
particular, the poaching of their namesakes. 

With frontman Sam Passey’s passion for  
animal rights it would make sense that the  
band with members from across the North-West 
would sooner or later reflect the struggles their  
namesakes go through. Speaking to [WAM]  
Sam tells us why Elephant welfare in particualr  
is so important to him: “They are such wise  
and gentle creatures and deserve so much  
more than to be killed just for their tusks.”

Every year, around 20,000 African elephants are 
killed by poachers for their tusks, which are then  
sold in the illegal ivory trade. That’s an average  
of one every 25 minutes. (wwf.org.uk) Their  
new single ‘Tusk’ was one of the earliest songs  
the band wrote, which is testament to what they 
stands for and the connection that they have  
with the real kings of the jungle. 

The band have been working with charities 
including The Elephant Parade, STAE, Tusk  
and Action for Elephants UK and have gained new 
fans as a result, showing that they are not alone in 
this fight and that their work to protect the gentle 
giants is coming with its own rewards. 

The track has already clocked over 5000 plays on 
Spotify and has conveniently aligned with the  
appearance of an elephant in the WWF  
Christmas advert! The Elephants are fighting back.

- Scott Laywood

Head over to Read page 37 to read our review of Tusk.
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JESSCA LUISE

Unprecedented times. How often have musicians across the world heard  
those words as some sort of appeasement or apology for the treatment of  
the music industry over the past year?
Community spirit. How often have people been 
dependent on food banks, due to the lack of  
action from the government, heard those words  
as some sort of economic solution to help put 
food on the table? 

This year has been unlike any year we have ever 
experienced. Whilst a major toll has been taken 
on the music industry, the one taken on the lives 
of vulnerable children with the vote against free 
school meals was one that I could not stand by 
and accept. In light of this, in a bedroom of a  
Moss Side apartment, Rock the Breadline 2020 
was created and overnight had applications from  
musicians across the UK offering their assistance. 

I have found that the people that are struggling 
most are often are the first to offer their help 
and that is apparent in the amount of struggling 
musicians who came forward to offer their talent 
to help raise money for the cause. I didn’t have to 
ask twice. 

Musicians by the bucketload came forward to help 
in any way that they could: Zuzu, the Liverpudlian 
songstress, sent a video showing her support,  
The A.V Club not only offered their musical 
talents but the brand new audio visual company, 
Matchbox Productions, made up of two of its 
members created a video to show their support. 
We had musicians from up and down the UK. 
How humbling, that such a small project  
managed to reach the likes of Indoor Foxes  
from Glasgow, Genevieve Miles from Birmingham 
and Ace Ambrose from Coventry. 

The project smashed its original target during the 
first hour of music. The event featured an  
impressive variety of music genres with the pop 
punk prowess of Passionflower, to the no nonsense 
indie bangers from Warrington band Aligners!  

 
We had performances from two up and coming 
Manchester artists, Alfie Sky and Lewis James  
who gifted us with their fresh, upbeat and  
entertaining original material, as well as a treat 
from the Pop Princess currently based in Liverpool, 
RACHL, whose powerful and passionate vocals 
helped draw in a crowd and raise the total.  
 
We had so much great support across all the social 
media channels with people commenting over  
multiples acts and interacting with the artists. 
But the icing on a well-received and wholesome 
day came from a little shoutout from punk giants 
Fontaines D.C, who shared the fantastic cover by 
Genevieve Miles of their song ‘I Don’t Belong’.

With a rush of generosity from viewers, the live 
streamed event began to emulate that hugely  
missed atmosphere of a real gig, the community 
feel, the sharing of new music, the discovery of a 
new favourite artist and within that pocket of  
happiness, the feeling of overwhelming pride  
was felt by all when the final total was revealed.  

Over £1000 was raised and has been distributed  
to several charities across the UK, with a large  
percentage donated to the new food bank in  
Warrington Golden Square as a thank you to the 
many Warrington artists who offered their support. 
It was an absolute privilege to work with everyone 
on my first event, and words on a page cannot voice 
how grateful I am to everyone who has supported 
this cause. Rock the Breadline 2020 was a huge 
success all centred around the one aim, uniting 
musicians together in the fight to feed the nation -  
I believe we did just that, and have given a little bit 
of hope to those in need at Christmas time.  
• Jessica Luise, Organiser of Rock the Breadline

To watch back all of the artists who performed,   
head to facebook.com/RocktheBreadline2020 
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The shock may have worn off but the sadness very much endures and it 
has become a moment in Warrington’s collective recent history which has 
become etched in our memories...

Can you believe it has been almost five years 
since we lost Viola Beach? 

Many people in the town may not have heard  
the band’s self-released shimmering indie pop  
song, Swings and Waterslides, when it  
originally came out in August 2015.

There is a good chance they did not even know  
who Kris Leonard, Jack Dakin, River Reeves  
and Tomas Lowe were.

But I think I am safe in saying almost everyone 
in Warrington felt that blow following the  
tragic event in Södertälje, Sweden.

This was February 13, 2016 when Viola Beach  
had everything going for them.

The four-piece – accompanied by their devoted 
Woolston manager Craig Tarry – were playing  
their first international gig at Where’s the  
Music? festival in Norrköping. 

Pictured on the night smiling backstage, they 
looked on top of the world. Just hours later they 
were killed when their hire car plunged 80ft off a 
motorway bridge into a canal near Stockholm.

It has become the sort of unfathomable event  
where people remember where they were when 
they heard the terrible news.

Do you remember what you were doing?

That Valentine’s weekend is still etched in my 
memory.

But let’s rewind a bit further just for a  
second – what made it hit even harder for me  
was that I was due to meet Craig and the band  
the following week. I’d been chatting to Craig  
over email and just before he jetted off to  
Sweden we agreed a date for the boys to  
come in for a photo shoot and interview.

This was clearly a band that was going places and I 
wanted to follow this Warrington story every step  
of the way. I first came across Viola Beach when 
they were publicising their slot at Reading and Leeds 
Festival in 2015 on the BBC Introducing Stage.

Their talent, ambition and chemistry together were 
evident from then on. So I interviewed frontman 
Kris – who somehow made bedraggled look cool 
–whenever I got the chance, such as when he got to 
support his idols Courteeners.

So the date to meet the whole band and Craig at  
the old Warrington Guardian Academy office in 
Bridge Street was set and the weekend came.

I spent much of the week chatting to [WAM] Editor 
Lee, agreeing about what a bright future they had.

I left work excited for them and thought about all 
they had ahead of them and the sorts of questions I 
would ask.
 
After Sweden, they had a gig booked at the  
Pyramid for March – a show that sold out so fast  
that Craig also slotted them in for a date at the 
1,100-capacity Parr Hall in October.

On the horizon was another trip overseas – to  
Texas, USA, no less – for South by Southwest  
festival. A huge opportunity.
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So on February 13 I went out for a meal in Lymm 
with my wife Sarah and, like many, I didn’t find 
out what had happened until February 14.

There was speculation, messages were going back 
and forth between newsroom colleagues. Nothing 
was confirmed but it wasn’t looking good.

But then it was, and I felt shock and  
disbelief come over me. I hate to think what that 
moment was like for those five sets of families 
– some of which I have got to know and their 
strength has been inspiring.

The rest of that day – and the days that followed 
– were surreal. Viola Beach were the words on the 
lips of every broadcaster.

I keep wondering whether it was better or worse 
that we lost the boys when they had all that  
potential ahead of them and were approaching  
the peak of their powers. 

Because they were so happy and that is a lovely 
way to remember them.
 
Sure, we will always ponder the ‘what ifs’ but 
thanks to Chris Martin, we have already seen 
Viola Beach’s ‘alternate future’ play out when they 
‘headlined Glastonbury’ when Coldplay  
performed ‘Boys That Sing’ for them.
 
Those ‘what ifs’, the heartache, how the boys are 
remembered and celebrated– none of this has 
been easy for the families of Kris, Jack, River,  
Tom and Craig. It probably never will be.

But I hope with all my heart that people’s  
thoughts of the boys are no longer trapped in 
Sweden and wrapped in grief and anguish.

I hope they think of their smiles, their endless 
enthusiasm, that undeniable chemistry they  
found each other, their drive and ambition  
and the music that will live on.

I hope they remember the conga around the  
Palmyra Square, the rainbow umbrellas and  
beach balls being thrown around the Parr Hall  
at one of the town’s biggest parties in their honour.

While the rest of us grow a little older, they   
will always remain that symbol of youthful   
effervescence and we can all take some  
comfort in that. 
 - David Morgan, Entertainment  
    Editor for the Warrington Guardian.

VIOLA BEACH

June 2015, with Shadynasty (That’s the Van!)
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When we talk about the Viola Beach legacy, we 
could look at the the number of bands and artists 
who have been directly inspired by them to pick up 
a guitar and play on stage. Many of these have  
benefitted from grants or live opportunities since.

But for me, it’s how they inspired bands to no 
longer claim they are from Manchester or  
Liverpool, but rather their town of birth. They  
described themselves as a really lovely indie pop 
band from Warrington on their Facebook page. 
They were proud of their town, even as they 
dreamed about travelling around the world. We will 
never forget the boys that sing and how they made  
us proud.  - Lee Harman, Editor of [WAM].
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ALIGNERS
Whether people loved them or hated them as La Scala, they didn’t care.  
But the four college first year sweethearts that first formed the band were changed by 
some adolescent experiences, causing a more mature sound, meant starting a clean 
slate. By the start of 2020, ‘Aligners’ was the new name on everyone’s lips.

The band wanted to pave the way for more 
freedom over their music, reworking some older 
songs as not to entirely turn their back on their 
past. 

Bassist Arthur describes the difference between 
the old and new sound: “Our music has become 
more intricate, putting sounds together that we 
never originally thought about at the start. We 
pieced things together and matured as a band 
alongside, becoming more progressive with our 
instruments and taking our music with it.”

The rest of the band, Nathan & Elliot from  
Runcorn, and Kurtis from Warrington, have so 
far recorded all of their single, ‘Sixties Hearse’ & 
‘Hours’ with Sugarhouse Recording Studios.

The lads were however rehearsing at Allo Sound 
Studios in Widnes, when ‘Spilt’ frontman, Mo 
overhead them playing a slowed down version 
of the known and loved ‘Bloom’ and it instantly 
reminded him of Motown classics. Ideas ran wild. 

“Mo wanted to record after hearing us rehearse”, 
Nathan told us. “He took us in a new direction 
and gave us a crazy good experience. We recorded 
the track straight to tape, as if it was a song from 
the 60’s, so there was a lot of experimenting. It 
was brilliant how we all bounced ideas off of one 
another whilst we were recording it, and we can’t 
wait for you to hear it when it’s released!”

Feedback received during recording sessions and 
after each live performance pushed them to  
experiment with their music. They are so  
overwhelmingly appreciative with the help from 
everyone in the creation of their new sound, 
which brings us to their brand new single.
 
Only ever played live a few times, the band are 
really excited for you to hear it. 

‘Jumped The Gun’ is about rushing into a  
relationship far too quickly. It’s a song listeners  
can relate to, whether you’re talking to someone  
as a friend, or trying to take it a bit further.  
Aligners want you to feel something familiar  
when listening to their music.

With all the classic features you can ask for in a rock 
song,  they’ve added their own personal touches,  
including electro beats reminiscent of a ‘Killers’ 
track, a band who the lads look up to very much.

Guitarist Elliot is definitely enthusiastic about their 
new single. “With our new song, we think that  
listeners will really notice how our own experience 
as a band together itself has progressed, how we 
have sourced our new  sound and experimented 
with new techniques to construct our song.” 

Being best mates and in a band together; it’s almost 
any musician’s dream. The four of them have that 
brotherly relationship that allows them to support 
and listen to each other, and most importantly, have 
a laugh together. Coming from all sorts of walks 
of life they can contribute their different ideas and 
perspectives to create catchy ‘Indie Bangers’ that 
you can’t help singing along to. “Being in this band 
together means more to us than anything in the 
world” Nathan explains. 

One thing all the lads live by, is a quote from the 
iconic Dave Grohl that they all mentioned:
“That’s one of the great things about music. You can 
sing a song to 85,000 people and they’ll sing it back 
for 85,000 different reasons.” 

“That’s deep bro” the rest of the band said almost  
in unison, you could even say, in alignment. 
• Kayleigh Griffiths

‘Jumped The Gun’ is released January 29th.
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STRAIGHT OUT OF LOCKDOWN
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With music venues some of the first to be affected by lockdown restrictions and 
many yet to reopen, a programme of acoustic sessions ran by Vintage Viola let 
the music play and for many, it was their first performances in months. 
If you had headed into Warrington town centre 
last summer you may have overheard live music 
coming from the open aired section of the Golden 
Square where up to hundreds at a time were  
enjoying live music from a range of local artists 
over the July to August weekends.

The shopping centre teamed up with retailer  
Vintage Viola to launch ‘Live in the Square’, a 
special opportunity for musicians from the town, 
raising awareness and funds for the store that 
helps support young people realise their dreams 
as actors, musicians writers & artists.

The event had humble beginnings when the first 
afternoon of music saw local singer-songwriters 
Abi Rose Kelly and Dylan Rodrigues performing 
next to hand sanitiser stations which have become 
an everyday part of our lives in 2020. 

However as the programme of events built more 
momentum, the layout was rejigged with artists 
switched to the far end of  the Old Market Place, 
firstly with the multi coloured Rainbow caravan 
as a backdrop, then a large LED screen, utilised 
around a range of films being shown throughout 
the week.

For many of the over thirty artists that  
performed, it was their first and only chance to 
play in front of a crowd in a year, where occasions 
were few and far between. Special ‘Straight Out  
Of Lockdown’ t-shirts were proudly worn by  
musicians and volunteers alike, with many  
music fans coming back week after week.

A familiar face to the  organisers of the live  
events was music fan Suzanne Caley who came 
into the town centre to enjoy the music almost 
every weekend: “They gave me a sense of pride in 
my town. Live music is my oxygen as person who 
sees at least 10 shows a year it helped me to cope 
with the long silence of activity in my life.”

There were too many highlights to mention them 
all but one of the most colourful moments came 
when Widnes based community group, Sambo 
Mundo enlisted the help of drag artist Big Dee  
to lead the procession of drummers and flag  
bearings around the square before finishing off 
with a energetic drum-off as crowds held their 
phones aloft in the air to film the proceedings

Another poignant moment came as members  
of The A.V Club performed their stripped back  
version of Viola Beach’s ‘Boys That Sing’, in  
their memory below dozens of rainbow  
coloured umbrellas afixed to the roof above  
in tribute to the NHS, but also an important  
part of the bands legacy.
 
WArringtonMusic.co.uk was privileged to be part 
of the event, sharing photos and videos of all the 
artists who performed (head to the website to 
watch these back now) and believe the free events 
helped save music in the town this summer!

It’s been great to get back to watching live  
music, and to see so many people having fun  
and enjoying themselves and even though these  
scaled back events can’t replace Warrington  
Music Festival or Rivfest, it was a lifeline for 
performers and fans where music is not just a 
passion, but important to their mental health.

The live music returned for a weekend in  
December where the likes of The Zangwills,  
32 Tens and Rhys Hopkins took to the stage,

Sharon Dunne, foundet of Vintage Viola, said: 
“For me, ‘Live in the Square’ is about giving local 
bands & singers the chance to perform once again.

“Covid-19 has changed the landscape for live 
entertainment - being able to provide a platform 
for even a few performers feels like we are helping 
to #letthemusicplay.”    • Lee Harman



Interested in advertising in a 
future issue? Have an idea on a  

collaboration? Send us an email.
WArringtonMusic@gmail.com
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This Magazine would not have been possible 
without the support of the following people.
  
Thank you for supporting music in Warrington!

Alan Jacob & Sophia Young, Lucy & Cathy Bell, 
Andrew Ditch�eld, Nicole Beswick & Native 21 Cards,  
Jon Lingwood Photography, 
Janet Janet Peak & family, Gareth Crilly,
Mark & Michelle Fallon, Scott and 
The Flying Kicks & Volcanic Brass,
Warren Millar Photography, 
Rich, Paula & Rhys Hopkins, Mike Massey & Family,
BBeth Fogg,  Rob Buchanan, Fun4kids Childcare, Paul Neill, 
Denise Kelly, Rachel Chapman, Niki Jai, Paul Heesom, 
Annie Cambridge & Al North.

This page was requested by many of the readers of the past 18,000 
magazines we have printed since our launch issue in January 2020.

YYou are holding our fourth issue and it would not be possible to 
print if it wasn’t for the companies  and artists who have advertised 
in this issue  or the pledgers on this page.

We have sent magazines far and wide, why not order one to be sent 
to a friend or family member’s doorstep and give them the 
opportunity to �nd out more about music in Warrington, Widnes & 
Runcorn.  Order at WArringtonMusic.bigcartel.com. Just pay P&P.

WWe are [WAM], but you are Warrington Music.



SPILTWith punk in the traditional sense now 
something of a caricature of itself, and 
grunge simply summed up with images  
of a certain blonde haired, blue eyed poster 
boy, it’s worth remembering that like 
most moral panic-inducing movements  
in music, they were born from climates of 
social disparity and political  
disenfranchisement.
Climates that are stark in their similarities to that 
which we’re experiencing now, regardless on which 
side of the Atlantic one resides. 
Mass unemployment, the legitimisation of racism, 
the rise of nationalism and political unrest are all 
parallels we can draw between periods of recent 
history and the rise of reactionary music.  
And it’s happening now.

Though perhaps lacking the same subcultural 
links and genre-specific conventions as the more 
aesthetically antagonistic, the UK’s current social 
situation has slowly given rise to a plethora of 
bands who, to put it simply, are pissed off.

This is where Runcorn’s Spilt come in.

The last time the band came to Warrington, it  
was an unforgettable moment for the young Live 
Bar venue, amid raucous scenes that saw a stage
invasion and the crowd eating out of the palm of 
frontman Mo’s hand, chaos was being defined.
 
A four-piece for whom piss and vinegar is very 
much the staple diet, and for whom compromise is 
off the table, they succeed in combining the snotty 
swagger of punk with grunge’s claustrophobic 
nihilism.

The result is a strange marriage between hazy  
hipster alt-rock, weighty post-rock and guttural
grunge; an aesthetic that mirrors perfectly the  
current millennial emotions of anger and apathy, 
of outrage and of indifference. Emotions that 
manifest themselves in self-destructive 
behaviour and meme culture. It’s  
something that Spilt understand  

perfectly and manage to reflect effortlessly across 
an already impressively numerous back catalogue.

Indeed, in 2019 alone, the band released both 
an EP and album – a timeframe in which 
many would struggle with just the former. 
And while on the outside it may seem that  
there was little growth between the two, those 
assumptions couldn’t be further from the truth.

With the six track Sicky Fit EP establishing not 
just the band’s uncompromising aesthetic, but  
also their political stance too. While much of  
the record was sludgey and grungey garage rock, 
a slowcaustic burn that stripped away both flesh 
and assumptions over repeat listens, tracks such 
as ‘AcidBaby’ hinted at the more psychedelic 
direction the band were to take on their  
debut LP No Ball Games.

Rather than leave behind the acerbic nature of 
those earlier tracks however, No Ball Games 
merges the two, resulting in what feels like a slow 
descent in chemically altered insanity. Of course, 
there’s plenty of pissed off disenfranchisement  
still on offer, one only need listen to the likes of 
‘1984’ or ‘Cynicism’ in order to hear that – only 
now any of their inherent vitriol is served up  
with a ketamine chaser.

It goes without saying that 2020 has been a 
tumultuous year for everyone, though chances  
are it would have been made easier were it not for 
the ineptitude of those in power, and those who 
have been in power for the last decade.  
In understanding that where we are now is a 
direct result of a long line of political decisions, 
Spilt have been able to channel their rage into 
something violent, visceral, and ultimately  
cathartic, and it couldn’t have come at a  
 better time.  • Dave Beech 

         Spilt are supported by The Lotts &    
           Crawlers at Liverpool’s Phase One  
             has been rescheduled for Friday
             30th July.
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Following a tumultous year, Spike Island: The Resurrection is set to take place on July 24th after 
multiple postponements in 2020. The event was originally planned for May last year to celebrate 
30 years since the Stone Roses’ legendary gig on the Widnes estuary.

“We’ve always been determined to make it happen”.
This year’s show, headlined by the UK’s No. 1  
tribute to The Stone Roses and supported by a
host of suitably iconic tribute acts, is a rare  
opportunity to be taken back to the heady days
of the Madchester scene, to the gig that was the 
catalyst for it all.

“We were 2 months away from doing the biggest 
thing in our professional careers and had it
taken away from us but now we’ve just got to focus 
making it happen.” Gavin Scott, frontman of the 
Clone Roses told [WAM] on a site visit with  
Festival director, Andy Spike last December.

“The process of organising the Spike Island gig 
began in November 2018. The bands and
organisers held meetings with Halton Council, 
health & safety, security, and production
companies. We also had quite a few site visits and 
meetings with the police, fire departments and 
everyone else. So much time and effort had been 
gone into it, and even the meetings we had as late 
as February didn’t really highlight a major issue for 
May. So it all happened very quickly after that.

“You could tell things were getting serious, and 
once we realised the scale of the problem
we had to see what everyone else was doing and 
follow suit. Postponed originally until Sept 5th, it 
was soon postponed almost straight away because 
Neighbourhood Weekender was announced for the 
same date. We thought we cannot do Spike Island 
down the road on the same date that Ian Brown 
was due to headline Victoria Park!”

“We thought there would be a lot of people who 
had tickets for both and wouldn’t want to choose. 

“We were devastated because obviously it was 
gonna be the 30th anniversary and now it’s gonna 
be the 31st, but to be honest, it’s about the line-up 
and where it is. The location was perfect in terms 
of where the [Stone Roses’] fan base was; An iconic 
place, on an island! It was a massive moment for 

the Roses. I mean how many gigs have had films 
made about them? It just shows how iconic it was.

“Everyone wants the industry to get back on its feet. 
When that does happen, the atmosphere is probably 
gonna be even better because people have been 
starved of going to a gig or a festival for so long.

“As a tribute band, it’s as much theatre as it is music. 
It’s about the live show and giving people the  
experience of thinking that they’re seeing the real 
thing. So we’re waiting until we can do it  
properly again. We’ve been playing together for  
over 20 years and this will be our biggest  
moment ever, and that includes supporting the  
Happy Mondays at Brixton Academy in front of 
4000 people, which was incredible.

“There’s a new generation of fans coming to the 
shows and the biggest thing for us was when the 
Roses got back together in 2012. The support we’ve 
had is so great that we can now plan this event 
knowing that people are behind it.”

Supporting the Clones will be Manchester tribute 
bands; Oas-Is, The Smiths Ltd, Happy Mondaze,  
The James Experience, and True Order. 

Also adding to the nostalgia will be guest spots and 
DJ sets from legends Clint Boon, Bez and Andy 
from 808 State. Last few tickets are available online.

Those who were there for the Stone Roses’ Spike 
Island gig all those years ago (plus the additional 
tens of thousands who claim to have been!) will be 
immediately transported back to the 90s, with set 
lists and on-stage fashion in keeping with the  
original show. 

And for a new generation of fans inspired by the 
second coming of Ian Brown and the boys nine  
years ago, this is the one. • John Storton

Limited tickets are available now through 
www.spikeisland2021.com

SPIKE ISLAND: 
THE RESURRECTION
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[WAM] Introducing

LIAM HILLYER
Indie Pop
Following the demise of his previous 
band Indigo Violet, Liam has really made 
the split work for him.

After releasing 4 singles and achieving 
over 35k streams Spotify, Liam has made 
an impact on the local scene following his 
debut EP ‘Two Metres’ and then his follow 
up single ‘This Town’ which was written 
about his home town Widnes. Liam has 
also featured on BBC Merseyside several 
times and on radio shows all over the UK 
and Ireland.

Liam has taken 2020 in his stride and 
treated it as a positive and not a negative. 
He has used his time lockdown time  
effectively by writing dozens of songs 
and recording all his singles and EP’s in 
his own home. 

There are more exciting things to come in 
2021 with singles ready to go! Each one 
promises a variety of sounds taking  
inspiration from several acts and genres. 

Liam said “I am exciting to see what the 
future holds, I’m just releasing, recording 
and writing music and having fun doing 
it. What more could I ask?”  

Facebook:            Instagram:
/liamhillyermusic          @ liam.hillyer.music

For Fans Of:
The Who, Oasis

WHERE TO hear more:
The New single ‘The Ballad of me and Thee’
 is out now.

Passionflower
Post-Emo/ pOp punk  

Passionflower have been making  
audiences cry & smile since 2017. 

A longtime passion project for frontman 
Kyle Richardson-Nickle, they write 
songs about love and death and facing 
your own mortality utilising a  
combination of mid 00’s sounding pop 
punk, 00’s emo & Post Hardcore styles.  

They combine it all with heartfelt and 
world weary lyrics to help inspire hope 
to those who might not have any left.

They have been compared to scene 
legends such Mayday Parade, The Used, 
Taking Back Sunday, Funeral For A 
Friend and alexisonfire. They’ve shared 
stages with heavy hitters such as The 
Ataris, Luke Rainsford & Coast To Coast.

2020 has seen the release of singles 
‘Picture Perfect’ & ‘Neverland’ which 
have garnered great acclaim and have 
appered in many Spotify listeners Best 
of 2020 lists.  After performing at  
several sold out shows already around 
the North-West, it’s a glimpse into what 
is to come from this exciting new band.

Facebook:            INstagram:
/pssnflwruk                      @pssnflwruk

For Fans of: 
The Used,  Fall Out Boy 

WHERE TO  hear  the more:
The Debut album ‘To Bloom Is to Grow is out in  
spring 2021. Lastest single ‘Neverland’ is out now.
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THE K’S

Things started so well in January 
with a sold out show at the Ritz 
in Manchester, selling out almost 
two months ahead of time. The 
quartet even made the decision 
to quit their jobs to pursue the 
band full time at the beginning 
of the year when juggling annual 
leave around tours and meetings 
became unfeasible.

However not long after their  
successful spring tour, the 
Covid-19 pandemic started to 
spread across the country, forcing 
gigs and mass gatherings to be 
cancelled. It also left one of the 
members seriously ill in hospital 
and another returning to his role 
in the NHS which was enduring 
one of its biggest crises.

“I thought I was just hungover to 
begin with” lead guitarist Ryan 
Breslin told [WAM]: “But things 
got worse and after around 4/5 
weeks of not being able to move 
out of bed I ended up in the back 
of an ambulance with nothing 
but a pair of girls Adidas shorts 
on, that’s when I knew it got real! 
The band were great with it, kept 
things going and sent me their 
love letters telling me how much 
they were missing me everyday!”

Instead of touring the country, 
Bassist Dexter Baker was attend-
ing to the homes of mentally ill 
patients after returning to his 
role on the home treatment and 
assessment team at the North 
West Boroughs Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust in Warrington.
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The former [WAM] magazine cover stars were due to play at Reading and Leeds, 
Kendal Calling and Isle of Wight Festival among other big events in 2020 in what 
would be hoped to be their breakthrough year.

“The suicide rate has gone up and 
we are seeing lots of people in real 
crisis. But we’re doing our best to 
help them.”  
The Newton-le-Willows resident 
was even interviewed on BBC  
Breakfast to discuss the summer 
that was meant to be.

With 
everyone’s plans on hold and Ryan 
over the virus, they soon realised 
they needed a contingency plan 
to keep momentum. “We started 
recording at home initially 
releasing a cover video 
(The Cure’s Just Like Heaven’), 
and did weekly Friday night  
livestreams with the fans.” 

The Earlestown quartet were not 
going to let the fact they were 
in isolation during the summer 
and unable to see each other 
stop them self releasing a single. 
Valley One, was written through 
Whatsapp and recorded at home. 

It might have been a weird 
adjustment going from getting 
new ideas down in the practise 
room to being sat at home, but 
the stripped-back song was well 
received by their ever growing 
fanbase who loved seeing their 
vulnerable, gentle side.

It was this work ethic as well as 
their previous working  
relationship with nationwide  
promoter ‘This Feeling’ that 
caught the eye of menswear  
retailer, Scotts, asking them to 
appear in their ‘Take The Stage’ 
campaign in September. 

This saw the band perform their 
latest single ‘TV’ from atop a city  
skyline and their faces appearing 
in stores fronts across the country. 
 
They were back in December to 
participate in a series of viral  
videos and for ‘XMAS live’  
performances on the brands  
social media pages.

The future looks promising for 
The K’s. Their debut single 
‘Sarajevo’ surpassed 2 million 
streams on Spotify over the  
festive period, and their April  
tour is close to having sold-out 
signs up at every venue. 

But like many musicians, they 
can only hope that their delayed 
main stage appearance at their 
hometown festival,  
Neighbourhood is the reboot to 
their career they deserve.  
“This has been our dream and  
it is finally starting to come  
true” explains Dexter. So, when 
the time comes The K’s will be 
back around, covering every  
inch of the UK and you  
better not get in their way. 

Find out more about the band 
at TheKsAreOnFire.com
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Crawlers //
Uno Mas 29/01/21
The Edge Recording Studio
Coming together and performing as full bands for 
the first time in months, both guarantee music 
fans an unforgettable night of live music, online.  
We certainly missed the loading in of equipment when it  
comes to gig time and for two of the brightest emerging  
talents in the Warrington music scene, it was a chance to 
turn their amps up loud and play songs wrote in lockdown.

Set in the countryside between Alderley Edge and  
Macclesfield, the bands were performing as part of series 
of live streams started by the studio in the summer of  
2020 when it was clear that audiences wanted to watch  
high quality live streamed performances and were willing 
to pay for these if it meant supporting the artists. So far the 
likes of The Lottery Winners, Sam Lyon, King No-One,  
Déjà Vega and a dozen more have put performances to film. 

Whether it was the toe-tapping indie pop from Uno Mas  
or the hard hitting misfits Crawlers, you could not help but be 
capitvated by performances that built on months of inactivity, 
bursting out. Both clearly enjoying themselves and feelings 
were mutual for for the crew involved. Thank you to them all!

WArringtonMusic.co.uk incorportated live streaming into  
their 2018 [WAM] Festival but even then we did not  
expect it to be the only way to watch live music in just a  
couple of years but until there comes a time that we can  
all feel safe in gig venues across the country, we will be 
desperate to get the feeling of a live performance. 

This is why at the end of the January, you will be able to 
watch both of these great sets recorded by well renowned 
sound engineer John Delf (Lily Allen, James Arthur) for  
free on our Facebook page.

Tune in on Friday 29th January 2021, 8-9pm to share the  
experience with the bands and other music fans as you 
watch it “as live”, before it is then available to watch on 
demand.  • Lee Harman 
    
Watch more ticketed performances in  
the series at LiveFromTheEdge.co.uk   

LIVE REVIEW



www.vinylsoul.co.uk

Vinyl Soul creates unique artwork, which takes 
influence from Music, TV & Film, Sport and the 
iconic moments that they have created.

Available online and from Viola Vintage in Warrington
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KALEIDERS
MELANCHOLY UNDERTONES 
[album] SELF RELEASED
The indie rock trio had planned for a 
summer 2020 release but as with most 
things musical last year, the lads were 
forced to postpone the launch of their 
debut album until much later in the year.
Matt McClenan, lead vocalist and one of the founding 
members of the band said, “(not playing live) was tough, 
particularly around the Warrington and Manchester  
scene where we get most of our publicity. We hade to  
cancel the album launch gig and a DIY UK tour, which 
unfortunately we weren’t able to do.”

Matt produced the album himself, and had seen various 
iterations of the band’s line-up change over the years  
since their formation, before another founding member, 
Dave King rejoined on guitar and the pair set out to  
create the album along with Drummer Alex ‘King of  
the big beat’ Highcock.

Melancholy Undertones is a well-produced LP. Kaleiders’ 
sound is a mix of alternative rock and indie pop-punk and 
the album certainly has elements of both. The opening 
track is amarker of the range in sounds that is to come. 
Looks Like You starts off with a raucous punk guitar riff  
but evolves into a more alternative rock sounding anthem.

This eclectic mix of emotive songs continues throughout. 
The heavier tracks like Alright and Wheels are almost  
Funeral For a Friend-esque, with relentless drums and 
punchy guitars accompanied by snarling Gaslight 
Anthem vocals.

Rerecorded for the album after appearing on a former 
EP, Kicks is testament to Matt’s sound engineering skills. 
It’s also the first time we hear a softer, Courteeners-style 
storytelling vocal.

It’s not until Little Jars that a more complex song writing 
style shines through and continues for the remainder  
of the album on Most Nights, Words on a Paper Plane,  
and finally Melancholy.

This album really does build and build and it’s easy to 
imagine these anthemic songs beingsung back to the band 
by a contented crowd, arms aloft. Here’s hoping we get the 
chance to do just that in the not-to-distant future. 

Subway Station in particular could be a permanent  
reminder of the hope we all carried last year that “…When 
it’s all over we can go fall asleep in a Subway station…”  
And hopefully that will be after a gig! • John Storton
Melancholy Undertones is out now.
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Advertise in next issue? Email us at WArringtonMusic@gmail.com
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SINGLE REVIEWS

The Zangwills
Call [Single]

Seagoth
dreamworld [SINGLE]

Opening with an explosive beat and 
strong bass line, it’s engaging from the 
first beat with a catchy riff and quick tempo,  
creating a groove that is so easy to hook listeners in, 
and retainaing them with ease. 
 
Exploring the idea of lost love and learning to live 
without it, the lyrics are sung in vocalist Jake Vickers’ 
unique style with passion and clarity. There’s a short 
moment of softness as the song drops just before the 
final chorus, with his tone emulating an almost cry of 
desperation,providing a different side to the song. 
 - Scarlett New

Havoc 51
cry havoc [Single]

The K’s
tv  [Single]

muddy Elephant
Tusk [Single]

The Winachi Tribe 
time for love  [Dave Tolan Remix] 

Like a Lo-Fi Lady Hawke, Georgia 
hypnotises with elements of MGMT 
and Kings of Leon, echoed in the well-camouflaged 
electric guitar and sprinkles of synth. Produced 
using an iPhone, this creation is testament to smart 
use of modern technology. A simple and effective 
catchy bass surfaces giving undulation to the  
melodies and soundscapes bring forth the  
dreamy vibe with the birdsong in the background..
 
A comforting sense of hope and possibility is  
resonated in the surprisingly upbeat chorus. 
- Andrea Fox

The vocal melody is reminiscent of an 
Ozzy Osbourne in his Black Sabbath 
days,and the simplicity combined with the tightness 
of the band caught my ears immediately
.
The song starts with a slow unison build underneath 
some swooshing sound effects, building the  
anticipation and then hitting with the main riff.
 
Using just the 3 chords in the verse, allows the  
vocal melody to shine, while the drumbeat from  
Paul Smith drives the rhythm solidly. Rock band with 
riffs destined to smash speakers. - Lee Egerton

Frontman Jamie Boyle’s punk  
upbringing is front and centre with 
this upbeat track about the the influences of  
television and the media in our every day lives.  
Boy does it pack a punch!

It’s a slightly heavier single than some of their  
previous tracks thanks to Dexter Bakers’ thundering 
bass abut with a signature K’s hook-filled chorus, 
the  
inspirational message that people will be singing 
along to when live music returns will never sound 
better than when overlayed over these two frentic 
duelling guitars. - Lee Harman

As soon as those Giorgio Moroder 
synths and Niles Rodgers guitars hit 
you, you know you’re in the grip of the tribe!

The funky beat and solid bassline, complete with 
synth stabs, underpin the intro until the main vocals 
hit you with Liam Croker’s trademark funky swagger.
delivered with Shaun Ryder attitude, tempered with 
a white northern soul funk-rock style.

Add to that some Donna Summer-esque backing 
vocals and you have the makings of a fine track.

This is a bombasting remix by Dave Tolan (Primal 
Scream/ The Charlatans) of an original first released 
five years ago and has the tendency to make you 
groove. Turn it up and get down. - Stu Jones

Alan jacob
Angel Constellation [Single]

Alan Jacob has written and 
self produced this perceptive piece of soothing 
electronic trance-industrial fusion which reflects a 
need for peace in a world of chaos!

There’s a soothing lo-fi 80’s vibe, with instant 
warmth. I felt myself feeling a sense of fluidity and 
would certainly use this track to relax to.

The percussive elements reveal Alan’s first love, the 
drums – showing his excellent timing and structure. 
This dreamy, undulating piece is a testament to 
Alan’s insightful songwriting talent. - Andrea Fox

We hope you enjoy the review  
excerpts on this page. Head over to  

WArringtonMusic.co.uk/reviews  
to read all of our reviews in full  

and hear the tracks.

Have a track you want us to hear? Send it to 
WArringtonMusic@gmail.com

Aside from being punchier and more 
energetic, this song is reminiscent of 
‘Editors’. That is not a bad thing in my book.

Starting with your typical blast of shiny indie guitars 
and punchy drums, but it is where the track strips 
back for the verses that the single excels. Although 
the guitars pull back to give space for the vocals, 
the punch of the drums and the driven bass line 
maintains the momentum where other tracks may 
lose it. The grungy bridge/middle 8 section acts as 
an epic war cry and call to action before the final 
chorus and outro. - Scott Laywood



WArringtonMusic.co.uk[WAM] MAGazine| 38

THE K’S



[WAM] MAGazine| 39facebook.com/Warringtonmusic




